
Every year the Civil and Environ-
mental Engineering Department at 
the Air Force Academy holds a 
ñconstruction campò where cadets 
build two homes for the Navajo Na-
tion in New Mexico.  Upon comple-
tion, the homes are shipped to the 

reservation and installed. 

Each one of these homes that are 
constructed have a significant impact 
on lives.  For the Navajo Nation it is 
often providing safe and secure 
shelter from the harsh environment 

that surrounds them. 

As an outreach by the USAFA Civil & 
Environmental Engineering Profes-
sors and Cadets, the USGBC Colo-
rado, Southern Colorado Branch is 
being hosted at the construction site 

for a the 2009 sustainability ñmini-charetteò a follow-up to the 2008 charette.   

Participants of the charette will be given an overview of the cadet activities 

and tour the two homes that were built in the Spring of 2009.   

Following the tour, USGBC Southern Colorado will then host a follow-up 
charette to offer suggestions to modify existing plans and materials to inte-
grate sustainable design.  The recommendations that are developed will be 
evaluated and taken into consideration in the planning, material acquisition 

and construction methods of future USAFA Construction Camps.  

2009 USAFA Sustainability Charette 

Itõs a New Year! 
Whitney Calhoun, USGBC SOCO Co-Chair 

As the kids head off to the start of a 
new school year, so too is the 
Southern Colorado USGBC steering 
committee beginning their work for 
the upcoming year.  SOCO USGBC 
held their first elections this summer, 
and we are excited to have four new 
committee members on board. 
 

Returning to the committee in differ-
ent roles this year are myself and 
Katherine Wagenschutz.  After a 
dizzying year of trying to keep up 
with Mark Tremmel as the Advocacy 
Co-Chair, I have taken the opportu-
nity to Co-Chair this yearôs commit-
tee along with Katherine.   As the 
inaugural yearôs co-founder and Vice
-Chair, Katherine will be working 
with myself to chair an amazing 
committee of diverse professionals 
committed to creating a more sus-
tainable Southern Colorado. 
 

Jason Wulf, LEED AP and Assistant 
Superintendent with GH Phipps Con-
struction Companies joins us as our 
Education Co-Chair.  He is joined 
by  Lt. Col. Eric Waters, D.E. , P.E. Eric 
is a faculty member of the Department 
of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
at the US Air Force Academy teaching 
Computer applications for Civil Engi-
neers, Project Management and Archi-
tectural Design.  Eric and Jason will be 
leading our programs and education 
events for the coming year, and 
are  busy planning the upcoming sub-
committee breakfast and Navajo Ho-
gan charrette, both happening in Sep-
tember. 
 

Joining our returning Advocacy Co-
Chair, Mark Tremmel, is Meghan Ri-
esterer, Planner II, LEED AP from the 
City of Colorado Springs Comprehen-
sive Planning Department.  As the 
Cityôs first LEED AP, and a strong 
supporter of the Cityôs Sustainabil-
ity  Guidelines, Meghanôs enthusiasm 
for sustainable development in Colo-

rado Springs and the surrounding re-
gion are a wonderful addition to our 
advocacy committee.  We look forward 
to all of the work that Mark and Meghan 
will champion in the coming year. 
 

Filling the final post on our steering 
committee is Patrick Orefice, LEED AP 
and architectural intern at RTA Archi-
tects.  Patrick has been an active mem-
ber of our Education sub-committee for 
the past year, and has stepped forward 
to take on the role of Emerging Green 
Builder Chair.  Over the next year Pat-
rick will be reaching out  to students and 
up-and-coming green building enthusi-
asts, working to educate and involve 
our next generation of Sustainable 

leaders in Southern Colorado.  
 

Thanks to everyone that submitted for 
the elections, as well as the many 
USGBC Colorado members that took 
the time to vote in this yearôs elec-
tion.  We  look forward to a busy and 
exciting second year in Southern Colo-

rado! 
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When:  Thursday 17 September 2009 
 
Where:  USAFA FERL Site 
 
Time:  4-6pm 
 
RSVP:  socousgbc@gmail.com 
 
Cost:  USGBC Colorado Members-Free 
            Non-Membersð$15 
            Limited to the first 50 RSVPôs 



.  
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Additional program information 

Repurposing & Recycling in 2009 
Your neighborhood recycling center doesnôt take what 
you want to recycle, but donôt know where to turn?  
Hereôs a web site with where to recycle everything 

from A to Z.  Visit www.realsimple.com 
 

Colorado Renewable Energy Society 
CRES recently announced the winners of its 2009 
Renewable Energy Building Awards.  Among the 
winners includes the local new Science and Engineer-
ing Building at the University of Colorado at Colorado 

Springs. 
 
Visit their web site at www.cres-energy.org for all the 

winners. 
 
Congratulations UCCS! 

CSU  -  Pueblo Green Building  
Certificate of Completion Program 
 

Colorado State University-Pueblo and Performance Dynam-
ics International have created a program focused on sustain-
able building tools and strategies, including LEED, the nation-

wide rating system of the USGBC. 
 

The on campus program provides critical knowledge con-
cerning emerging practices in commercial and residential 

building. 
 

Location: The Citadel Center 
 730 Citadel Drive East  -  Suite 300 
 Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Dates:   Thursday Nights 01 Octoberï19 November 

Times:    5:30 pm  -  9 pm 
Tuition: $1,200 (includes all printed class material, framed certificate 

and core knowledge of green building) 

Enrollment:  www.constructEDU.com or 719.442.2264 
Questions:  Dr. Larry Grosse, Director of PDI 
 970.222.4460 or lgrosse@pdiinc.org  

USGBC Membership ñ National, Colorado & Southern Colorado  

Amy Umiamaka, LEED AP 

Become a Member of the 
Southern Colorado Branch 

of the USGBC Today.   
 

Hear the latest news on 
LEED 3.0, learn about Con-
tinuing Education Credits, 
and network with other 
people interested in the 

environment.  
 

This year your Membership 
will allow you to attend all 

Southern Colorado USGBC 
Events free of charge, (all 
non-members will be re-

quired to pay a fee  
to attend).   

 
Remember....  

your Companies National 

Membership does not  
transfer to the local  

Chapters and Branches.   
You, as an individual, need 
to join to support your local 

Chapter.   
 

Sign up at  

www.usgbccolorado.org/ 
soco/join-us.html 

Has your project recently 

received LEED certification? 
 

Let us know.  We want to 

help you celebrate this  
exciting achievement.. 

 
Contact Whitney Calhoun 

 USGBC SOCO Co-Chair 
 

whitneycalhoun@lkapartners.com 

http://www.usgbccolorado.org/soco/join-us.html
http://www.usgbccolorado.org/soco/join-us.html



