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GE Johnson Construction Company and Davis 
Partnership Architects recently completed the •rst 
Wells Fargo LEED Certi•ed Bank in the State of 
Colorado.  €is bank, located in Colorado Springs, 
achieved a Silver Certi•cation and is only the second 
LEED Certi•ed Wells Fargo in the country.  €e 
bank is approximately 5,200 sf and incorporates 
many aspects of green building.  For instance, all 
plywood is FSC Certi•ed, the insulation is made 
from recycled blue jeans, and the concrete had a high 
amount of •y ash, which is 100% post consumer 
product and within 40 miles of the project.  €e 
lighting control system adjusts the interior lights to 
dim based on how much natural light is entering the 
building.  By far, the most innovative feature of the 
bank is that the counter tops at the teller lines and 
check writing stand are made from recycled glass.  

 
Unlike most LEED projects, Wells Fargo, in 

conjunction with the US Green Building Council 
developed a new system for certifying banks built by 
Wells Fargo.  €ey call this ªWells Fargo De Novo 
Volume Certi•cation.º  Wells Fargo coordinated 
their building speci•cations with the USGBC, 
insuring that each new bank is built to the same 
LEED standards.  €is allows for each new bank to 
become certi•ed without a USGBC review - as long 
as project speci•cations are followed.  Each bank 
built under this volume certi•cation process may 
be randomly audited, so the paper trail must exist, 
but the design and construction submittals are not 
required.  €e USGBC and Wells Fargo have teamed 
together to make LEED Certi•cation on a large 
scale more practical and cost e‚ective.  At this time, 
Wells Fargo Bank is currently designing two more 
LEED Certi•ed Banks, one to be built in Denver 
and another in Boulder.
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